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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS 

of  the 

STAINES  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  success  of  the  Council’s  policy  and  the  results  of  its  officers’ 
work  in  public  health  may  be  judged  by  comparison  with  statistics 
for  the  country  as  a  whole,  with  those  for  comparable  authorities 
and  with  figures  for  this  same  area  in  the  recent  past. 

I  have  been  looking  back  to  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  this  Urban  District  for  the  early  1930s  and  it 
occurs  to  me  that  a  few  comparisons  may  be  of  interest  to  illustrate 
the  improvements  which  have  occurred  both  in  medicine  and  in 
public  health. 

In  1930  the  Urban  District  was  enlarged  and  became  substan¬ 
tially  the  same  size  as  it  is  today.  In  1930  the  population  was  less 
than  19,000;  today  it  is  46,850,  an  increase  of  over  140  per  cent. 
The  number  of  persons  per  house  has  been  reduced  from  3.71  to 
3.51. 

The  birth  rate  has  remained  much  the  same,  but  the  death  rate 
has  fallen.  The  infant  mortality  rate  has  fallen  from  39  per  1,000 
live  births  in  1930  to  an  average  of  19.6  for  the  past  five  years. 

A  comparison  of  the  notification  of  infectious  diseases  between 
this  year  and  the  early  1930s  is  encouraging.  Diphtheria,  of  course, 
is  the  most  striking  example;  between  1930  and  1934  there  were 
never  less  than  twenty  notifications  of  this  disease  and  in  1934  there 
were  66.  There  has  been  no  notification  of  diphtheria  in  the  Staines 
Urban  District  since  1947. 

Tuberculosis,  both  in  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  forms,  has 
shown  a  spectacular  reduction,  and  is  illustrative  of  the  value  of 
both  medical  and  public  health  measures.  These  have  combined  to 
reduce  a  disease  which  was  a  scourge  thirty  years  ago  to  one 
capable  of  control,  responsive  to  treatment  and  eradication.  New 
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drugs  and  methods  of  treatment,  mass  X-ray  units  for  early  diag¬ 
nosis,  the  pasteurisation  of  milk  supplies,  the  veterinary  profession’s 
progress  with  eradication  of  the  disease  in  cattle,  the  improvement 
in  housing  conditions,  the  efficiency  of  meat  and  food  inspection 
have  all  contributed  to  this  remarkable  decline  in  the  incidence  of 
what  was  once  a  dreaded  disease. 

During  the  past  six  years,  the  annual  notifications  of  Scarlet 
Fever  received  are  less  than  in  the  years  1930  and  1931,  despite  the 
fact  that  the  population  has  more  than  doubled  in  that  time.  The 
disease  itself  is  also  of  a  much  milder  type,  as  is  evidenced  by  the 
fact  that  whereas  in  1930  of  the  fifty  cases  notified,  all  but  two 
were  admitted  to  hospital,  today  cases  are  usually  nursed  at  home. 

Cancer  and  heart  diseases  have  shown  a  rise  consistent  with 
national  trends. 

The  old  people’s  dwellings,  to  which  I  referred  in  my  last  report, 
to  be  built  near  Woodthorpe  Road,  Ashford,  were  not  started 
during  the  year,  but  8  old  persons’  dwellings  and  28  one-bedroom 
flats  were  commenced  and  should  be  available  early  in  1959.  The 
full  welfare  scheme  for  the  construction  of  61  old  persons’  dwel¬ 
lings  with  a  warden  should  be  commenced  in  1959. 

The  laundry  service  has  been  more  widely  used  during  1958  and 
a  separate  item  is  included  in  the  report.  Once  again  grateful  thanks 
are  due  to  the  British  Red  Cross  for  their  help  with  this. 


Poliomyelitis  V accination 

During  1958  it  was  estimated  that  between  50  per  cent,  and  60 
per  cent,  of  the  eligible  child  population  of  the  district  were  then 
vaccinated  against  Poliomyelitis.  The  eligible  age  is  of  children  aged 
between  6  months  to  young  adults  of  26.  The  long  waiting  list 
previously  experienced  no  longer  exists.  The  only  exceptions  are 
those  whose  parents  desire  British  vaccine  for  their  children.  Ex¬ 
pectant  mothers  are  also  eligible  for  Poliomyelitis  vaccination,  but 
on  the  whole  have  not  taken  up  the  opportunity  to  any  great  extent. 

This  district  is  with  all  the  other  boroughs  and  urban  districts 
in  Middlesex  co-operating  with  the  Central  Laboratory  at  Colindale 
in  carrying  out  a  survey  of  poliomyelitis  virus  in  normal  children. 
For  this  purpose  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  are  collecting  samples 
of  faeces  from  children  under  5  years  of  age  selected  on  a  random 
basis. 

This  is  to  get  an  indication  of  the  proportion  of  normal  children 
carrying  poliomyelitis  virus  and  to  relate  the  carrier  rate  to  the 
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number  of  notified  cases.  This  survey  has  been  running  for  a  year 
in  25  districts  in  the  county. 

Occasionally  problem  families  are  met  of  which  the  following  is 
an  example.  Three  young  people,  aged  19,  17  and  15,  who  had 
been  living  with  grandparents  at  a  house  in  Ashford,  were  left  in 
charge  of  the  house  on  the  death  of  their  grandfather.  Their  mother 
had  died  when  they  were  all  very  young  and  their  father  had 
deserted  them  at  that  time.  Prior  to  his  death  the  grandfather  had 
allowed  the  condition  of  the  house  to  deteriorate  and  the  young 
people  who  had  had  no  instruction  in  running  a  house  had  allowed 
it  to  deteriorate  even  further. 

I  was  able  to  interest  the  Staines  and  Brentford  Meetings  of  the 
Society  of  Friends  in  the  case  and  they  spent  hours  of  selfless  work 
cleaning  and  redecorating  the  house,  but  unfortunately  received  no 
co-operation  whatever  from  the  young  people,  and  eventually  had 
to  abandon  their  assistance. 

In  view  of  the  ages  of  the  young  people  concerned,  there  seemed 
to  be  no  welfare  agency  immediately  responsible  for  them,  and 
the  Public  Health  Inspector  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  endeavouring 
to  improve  conditions  and  to  change  the  attitude  of  the  young 
family  to  a  more  responsible  one.  It  is  regretted  that  these  efforts 
proved  unavailing,  and  it  is  likely  that  the  owner  will  sue  for  pos¬ 
session  of  the  house.  I  would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the 
Society  of  Friends  for  their  work,  and  to  say  that  the  owner  of  the 
house  was  most  forbearing  in  permitting  the  young  family  to  re¬ 
main  in  the  house  so  long. 

I  have  many  times  in  this  report  referred  to  the  magnificent  work 
done  for  the  old  and  the  sick  in  their  own  homes  in  this  urban 
district  by  the  district  nurses.  I  am  delighted  to  be  able  on  this 
occasion  to  report  that  one  of  them.  Nurse  Ruby  Thompson,  has 
had  her  work  recognised  by  the  award  of  the  M.B.E.  This  is  an 
honour  justly  earned  and  one  which  reflects  credit  not  only  on  her¬ 
self,  but  on  all  those  who  engage  in  this  magnificent  work. 

A  “Meals  on  Wheels”  service  began  in  this  area  on  2nd  Septem¬ 
ber,  1958,  and  has  already  proved  a  very  great  boon  to  the  elderly 
at  home.  At  the  end  of  this  year  40  meals  were  taken  to  the  homes 
twice  weekly  by  voluntary  drivers,  and  the  Old  People’s  Welfare 
Committee  and  the  W.V.S.  are  to  be  warmly  congratulated  on  this 
splendid  beginning.  It  is  anticipated  that  this  service  will  be  ex¬ 
tended  to  become  a  daily  service  operating  from  the  Old  People's 
Club  kitchen  to  be  erected  as  part  of  the  Woodthorpe  Road 
Housing  &  Welfare  scheme  for  old  people. 
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I  wish  to  thank  all  the  members  of  the  Council  for  their  interest 
and  encouragement.  To  all  members  of  the  Public  Health  staff 
I  am  most  grateful  for  their  help  and  loyal  co-operation,  especially 
to  Mr.  J.  Muhin,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  A.  MATHESON. 
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Summary  of  Statistics 


Area — 8,271  acres. 

Population  (Estimated  Mid  1958) 

Number  of  Houses,  Bungalows  and  Flats  at  1.4.58 
Rateable  Value  at  1.4.58 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  at  1st  April,  1958 


46,850 

13,503 

£796,235 

£3,120 


Summary  of  Vital  Statistics 


Live  Births 


Male 

Female 

T  otal 

Legitimate 

450 

372 

822 

Illegitimate 

11 

18 

29 

461 

390 

851 

Live  Birth  Rate  (per  thousand  population) 

18.2 

Comparability  factor 
rate  of  . 

is  0.92  giving  adjusted  birth 

16.7 

Birth  Rate  England  and  Wales  ... 

... 

16.4 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

T  otal 

Legitimate 

7 

7 

14 

Illegitimate 

— - 

— 

— 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births 
Still  Birth  Rate  England  and  Wales 
Total  Live  and  Still  Births 


16.2 

21.6 

865 


Deaths 


Male 

Female 


209 

203 


6 


412 


Death  Rate  (per  thousand  population)  ...  ...  8.8 

Comparability  factor  is  1.27,  giving  adjusted 

death  rate  of  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11.2 

Death  Rate  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  11.7 

Infant  Deaths  under  one  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  thousand  live  births)  ...  23.5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  22.5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births,  legitimate  24.3 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births,  illegitimate  — 

Neo  Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  15.3 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births  ...  3.41 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  ... 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 


Provision  of  Hospitals  and  Clinics 
in  the  Area  During  1958 

Hospitals : 

Ashford  Hospital,  London  Road,  Ashford. 

Staines  Hospital,  Kingston  Road,  Staines. 

Chest  Clinic  : 

Chest  Clinic,  Ashford  Hospital,  London  Road,  Ashford. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  etc.: 

These  are  provided  by  the  Middlesex  County  Council  at  the 
following  addresses : 

“The  Grange"’,  Gresham  Road,  Staines. 

The  Health  Centre,  Stanwell  Road,  Ashford. 

Laleham  Village  Hall,  Laleham. 

Stanwell  Village  Hall,  Stanwell. 

Notifiable  Diseases 

A  chart  showing  the  diseases  notified  in  their  age  groups  is 
appended. 

Tuberculosis 

Sixteen  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  and  there 
was  one  death  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  A  chart  showing  the 
age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  notifications  and  deaths  is  appended. 
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Infectious  Diseases  Notified  During  1958 


Under  12  3  4  5-9  10-14  15-24  25  & 

I  yr.  yr.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  over  Total 


Scarlet 

Fever 

—  2 

3 

1  3 

27 

9  1 

— 

46 

Whooping 

Cough 

6  3 

— 

5  2 

8 

-  - 

— 

24 

Acute 

Polio¬ 

myelitis 

_  _ 

— 

-  - 

1 

-  - 

_ 

1 

Measles 

18  52 

45 

56  71 

348 

10  — 

1 

601 

Under 
5  yrs. 

5-14 

yrs. 

15-44 

yrs. 

45-64 

yrs. 

65  & 
over 

Total 

Acute  pneumonia 

2 

2 

— 

3 

— 

7 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

3 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Meningococcal 

infection 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Food  poisoning 

3 

2 

4 

1 

6 

16 

Typhoid  fever 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

The  typhoid  fever  patient  was  a  traveller  from  Karachi. 
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Causes  of  Death 


Disease 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

Meningococcal  infections  ... 

Acute  poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ... 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

Other  heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  operation  of  war  ... 
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INFANT  DEATHS 


Totals 

M.  F. 

so  |  CO  <N  j  |  t-h 

<N  <N  <N  1  i—i  t-h 

<N 

r— H 

oo 

9-11 

months 

M.  F. 

6-8 

months 

M.  F. 

II  “  1  “II 

3-5 

months 
M.  F. 

1  1  “  1  III 

1  1  “  1  III 

r— H 

1-2 

months 

M.  F. 

-11"  III 

CO 

Total 

under 

1  month 

M.  F. 

in  1  <N  |  |  |  t-h 

<N  <N  |  1  t-h 

oo 

<n 

3 

weeks 

M.  F. 

111 

2 

weeks 

M.  F. 

1 

week 
M.  F. 

1-6 

days 

M.  F. 

1  1  “  1  III 

1 

Under 

1  day 
M.  F. 
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Food  Poisoning 

Sixteen  cases  were  notified.  In  no  case  was  it  possible  to  ascertain 
with  accuracy  the  source  of  the  infection  although  very  careful 
enquiries  were  made  and  there  was  full  bacteriological  investigation 
and  follow-up  of  cases.  There  were  no  deaths  attributable  to  food 
poisoning. 


Laundry  Service 

tor  Chronically  Sick  Aged  Persons 

The  Council  has  been  operating  a  laundry  service  for  incontinent 
persons  resident  in  their  own  homes  since  1952.  This  has  been 
operated  under  the  provisions  of  Section  84  of  the  Public  Health 
Act  1936  and  Section  42  of  the  Middlesex  County  Council  Act  1956. 

Since  that  time  25  applications  have  been  received  for  the  service 
and  all  were  approved,  although  7  have  not  been  or  were  not 
proceeded  with. 

The  comparatively  small  use  being  made  of  the  service  appears 
to  be  due  to  the  limitations  imposed  by  Section  84  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  1936.  If  the  scope  of  the  service  could  be  extended  to 
assist  old  people  living  at  home  where  the  conditions  were  such 
as  to  make  the  cleansing  of  bedding,  etc.,  desirable,  even  although, 
for  example,  there  were  no  incontinence,  I  feel  that  the  service 
would  be  more  widely  used. 

Another  limitation,  even  in  cases  of  incontinence,  is  the  inade¬ 
quacy  of  draw  sheets  and  bed  clothing  and  personal  clothing 
available  for  the  proper  working  of  the  scheme.  A  person  who  is 
completely  incontinent  both  of  urine  and  faeces  normally  has  to 
have  a  change  at  least  once  a  day.  The  laundry  is  collected  and 
delivered  only  once  a  week,  and  therefore,  whilst  seven  draw  sheets 
are  away  at  the  laundry,  the  incontinent  person  requires  a  further 
seven  until  the  others  are  returned. 

In  the  normal  type  of  household  in  which  this  service  is  put  into 
operation,  it  is  impossible  to  provide  an  adequate  amount  of  cloth¬ 
ing  to  take  advantage  of  this  service;  accordingly  at  the  end  of 
1957  arrangements  were  made  for  a  contribution  of  £16  to  be 
made  to  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  for  the  purpose  of  the 
purchase  of  material  from  which  37  draw  sheets  were  made.  This 
contribution  was  made  under  the  provisions  of  S.136  of  the  Local 
Government  Act  1948,  and  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  on  the 
recommendation  of  this  Department  issues  these  draw  sheets  on 
loan  to  necessitous  cases. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  service  is  of  immense  value  to  those 
responsible  for  nursing  chronically  sick  people  in  their  own  homes; 
even  where  the  washing  can  be  done  there  is  frequently  difficulty 
in  drying  a  large  quantity  of  wet  bedding.  In  the  experience  of  the 
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Public  Health  Department  the  average  length  of  time  that  the 
laundry  service  is  in  operation  for  any  one  case  is  approximately 
10  weeks  prior  to  the  patient’s  death,  recovery  or  removal  to 
hospital. 

In  no  case  to  date  has  any  person  received  this  service  for  a 
period  exceeding  11  months. 


Water 

Arrangements  for  the  supply  of  water  are  unchanged;  practically 
the  whole  of  the  area  is  supplied  by  the  South  West  Suburban 
Water  Co.  which  draws  water  from  the  River  Thames  at  their 
waterworks  at  Egham.  The  Company  has  modern  treatment  plant 
and  the  supply  continues  to  be  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and 
quantity. 

A  few  houses  in  the  Laleham  Ward  adjacent  to  Chertsey  Bridge 
are  supplied  by  the  West  Surrey  Water  Company  and  a  part  of 
Colnbrook  by  the  Borough  of  Slough  Water  Undertaking.  The 
water  from  these  supplies  is  also  quite  satisfactory  in  quality  and 
in  quantity. 

The  arrangements  for  the  chemical  analysis  and  bacteriological 
examination  of  raw  water  and  treated  water  continue  to  be  on  the 
lines  mentioned  in  previous  reports  and  this  Department  continues 
to  take  check  samples  of  main  water.  All  of  these  have  been  satis¬ 
factory.  The  water  has  no  plumbo  solvent  action  and  there  were  no 
reports  during  the  year  of  contamination.  The  following  report  is 
on  a  sample  of  water  taken  from  the  South  West  Suburban  Water 
Co.’s  mains  submitted  for  examination  during  1958. 


Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  Million 

Appearance  :  Bright  with  a  few  particles. 


Colour  ...  ...  ...  3 

pH  .  7.5 

Electric  Conductivity  ...  520 

Chlorine  present  as 

Chloride  25 
Hardness:  Total  ...  265 

Carbonate  ...  ...  195 

Non-Carbonate  ...  70 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  ...  5.0 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  0.000 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen  ...  0.036 

Aluminium :  Less  than  0.02 


Metals — 

Iron,  Zinc,  Copper  and  Lead : 

Absent 

Turbidity  Less  than  3 

Odour  Slight  Chlori  nous 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  ...  14 

Total  Solids  ...  ...  350 

Alkalinity  as 

Calcium  Carbonate  195 
Nitrite  Nitrogen!  Absent 

Oxygen  Absorbed  . . .  0.30 
Residual  Chlorine  Absent 
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Bacteriological  Results 


Number  of  Colonies 
developing  on  Agar 


ldayat37°C.  2daysat37°C. 
0  per  ml.  0  per  ml. 


3 days  at  20°C. 
0  per  ml. 


Presumptive  Coli- 
aerogenes  Reaction 
Bact.  coli.(Type  1) 
Cl.  welchii  Reaction 


Present  in  A  bsent  from 

-  ml.  100  ml. 

ml.  100  ml. 

-  ml.  100  ml. 


Probable 
number 
0  per  100  ml. 
0  per  100  ml. 


This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  just  on 
the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  free  from  iron  and  other  metals. 
The  water  is  hard  in  character,  but  not  to  an  excessive  degree,  and  it 
contains  no  excess  of  mineral  constituents  in  solution.  It  is  free  from 
noticeable  colour,  of  very  satisfactory  organic  quality  and  of  the 
highest  standard  of  bacterial  purity. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  an  efficiently  treated  water,  pure 
and  wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

Bridge  Street, 

Staines. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

This  report  follows  the  usual  lines  in  that  it  presents  the  work 
of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  mainly  statistically.  These  figures 
convey  nothing  of  the  tact  and  persuasion  used  by  the  officers  as 
part  of  their  everyday  task  of  securing  improvements  in  environ¬ 
mental  hygiene  and  in  enlisting  the  co-operation  of  the  public  to 
observe  public  health  requirements. 

Progress  in  the  field  of  public  health  is  often  regarded  as  slow 
and  unspectacular  and  progress  in  tackling  air  pollution  has  certain¬ 
ly  been  very  slow.  Recent  years  have,  however,  seen  the  awakening 
of  the  public  conscience  to  this  evil  and  people  are  no  longer  pre¬ 
pared  to  accept  as  part  of  their  lives  the  smoke  pall  that  has  so 
long  lain  over  us. 

This  is  in  part  due  to  the  rising  standard  of  living.  Many  house¬ 
wives,  particularly  the  younger  ones,  will  no  longer  tolerate  the 
labour  and  dirt  involved  in  open  coal  fires  and  have  turned  to  other 
methods  of  heating. 

They  have  done  so,  not  so  much  because  of  their  desire  for  clean 
air,  but  for  their  own  comfort  and  convenience.  A  small  and  silent 
revolution  in  domestic  heating  has  been  in  progress  for  several 
years  now,  and  of  this  we  have  only  recently  become  aware. 

Many  householders  are  already  heating  by  such  smokeless  fuels 
as  gas,  electricity  or  oil,  while  many  are  using  smokeless  fuels  in 
improved  grates. 

In  a  district  such  as  this,  with  extensive  post-war  housing  develop¬ 
ment,  the  change  is  probably  more  apparent,  and  its  effect  is  to  make 
smoke  control  areas  less  costly  to  bring  into  operation  because  less 
grates  need  to  be  or  will  be  converted  at  public  expense. 

Repair  of  dwelling  houses  has  become  easier  to  secure  now  that 
the  Rent  Act  1957  is  having  effect,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
it  was  decided  to  use  the  provisions  of  Section  9,  Housing  Act  1957, 
to  secure  the  full  repair  of  houses. 
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These  powers  have  been  little  used  since  before  the  war  for 
several  reasons  among  which  are  shortage  of  building  labour  and 
insufficient  rent  income  to  pay  for  repair  work. 

Occasionally  one  is  met  with  the  inability  of  a  house  owner  to 
find  the  money  for  extensive  repairs.  An  example  of  this  occurred 
following  complaint  of  disrepair  by  the  tenant:  notice  was  served 
upon  an  owner  who  although  quite  willing  to  do  the  work  was 
unable  to  find  the  sum  involved.  This  amounted  to  £1,000  for  dis¬ 
repair  and  the  rebuilding  of  a  flank  wall  that  had  become  unstable; 
the  house  was  otherwise  quite  satisfactory. 

The  amount  was  advanced  by  the  Council  by  way  of  loan  on 
mortgage  because  the  owner  could  not  obtain  the  money  from  any 
other  source.  In  this  case  the  rent  had  not  been  increased  under 
the  Rent  Act  because  of  the  disrepair  and  an  impasse  had  been 
reached  which  was  only  resolved  by  the  Council’s  aid. 

I  think  the  Council  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  forward-look¬ 
ing  policies  which  they  continue  to  adopt  in  the  field  of  public 
health  in  the  interests  of  the  District;  this  creates  an  atmosphere 
in  which  it  is  a  pleasure  for  myself  and  the  staff  of  the  Department 
to  carry  out  constructive  and  useful  work  in  the  various  aspects 
of  environmental  sanitation. 

Difficulties  were  caused  by  staff  illness  during  the  early  part  of 
the  year  but  after  May  there  was  a  full  staff  of  public  health  inspec¬ 
tors  and  it  was  possible  to  make  inroads  upon  arrears  of  work. 

This  report  gives  me  the  opportunity  to  record  my  appreciation 
of  the  ready  co-operation  I  always  receive  from  all  the  officers 
and  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  staff  of  the  Department  for  their 
support. 

JOHN  MULLIN, 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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Summary  of  Inspections 


Inspections  under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  ... 

...  1835 

Improvement  Grants 

141 

Rent  Act  1957 

...  575 

Overcrowding  ... 

28 

Food  Premises 

...  1257 

Slaughterhouses 

...  615 

Pet  Animals  Act 

31 

Cesspools 

...  349 

Drainage  Works 

...  915 

Drain  Testing 

75 

Heating  Appliances  (Fireguard)  Regns., 

1953  ... 

3 

Factories  and  Outworkers 

...  247 

Factories  (Fire  Escape) 

16 

Smoke  Abatement 

33 

Rodent  Control  ...  . 

...  1321 

Vermin 

94 

Keeping  of  Animals  and  Poultry 

68 

Water  Supplies 

14 

Infectious  Diseases 

. . .  220 

Offensive  Trades 

32 

Caravans 

...  265 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment 

34 

Shops  Act 

...  129 

Hawkers 

29 

Public  Conveniences 

13 

Schools 

24 

River  Pollution 

43 

Refuse  Deposits 

...  203 

Hairdressers 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

26 

Miscellaneous 

... 

...  380 

9015 

Number  of  Notices  Served: 

Informal 

Formal 

Housing  Act  1957,  Section  9 

93 

— 

Housing  Act  1957,  Overcrowding  ... 

2 

4 

Public  Health  Act  1936 

...  161 

34 

Food  &  Drugs  Act  1955 

29 

— 

Factories  Act  1937  ... 

13 

— 

Pests  Act  1949 

1 

— 

Shops  Act  1950 

9 

— 

308 

38 
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During  the  year  439  complaints  were  received  from  the  public. 
These  covered  a  very  wide  held  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  think 
of  a  subject  upon  which  at  some  time  complaint  was  not  made. 


Drainage 

During  1958  considerable  difficulty  was  encountered  in  one  section 
of  the  new  sewer  being  provided  for  Staines  Ward  due  to  the  high 
level  of  ground  water  and  the  nature  of  the  ground  through  which 
the  sewer  was  being  laid.  This  unfortunately  delayed  by  some 
months  the  date  of  completion  and  it  will  not  be  until  1959  that 
it  comes  into  operation.  Work  commenced  during  the  year  on  the 
new  sewer  in  the  Stanwell  Moor  and  Foyle  areas,  and  this  sewer 
should  also  become  available  during  1959. 

Powers  were  granted  to  the  Council  by  Section  40  of  the  Middle¬ 
sex  County  Council  Act  1956  in  specified  areas  served  by  these  two 
new  sewers  to  require  owners  to  connect  their  houses  to  it  when 
the  sewer  became  available.  In  default  of  the  owners  the  Council 
is  enabled  to  carry  out  the  work  at  their  expense. 

This  power  is  welcomed  by  the  Department  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  there  are  still  properties  in  the  Staines  and  Ashford  areas 
where  sewers  have  been  available  for  at  least  20  years  which  are 
still  drained  to  cesspools.  No  powers  are  available  to  a  local 
authority  to  require  an  owner  to  connect  the  drainage  of  his  house 
to  a  sewer  unless  the  local  authority  itself  pays  for  the  work  to 
be  done.  Whilst  it  is  desirable  that  these  comparatively  few  remain¬ 
ing  cesspools  should  be  eliminated,  it  seems  unfair  that  the  Council 
should  discriminate  in  favour  of  these  owners  when  the  great 
majority  of  property  owners  in  the  area  have  paid  for  their  own 
drainage  connections.  The  cost  of  these  connections  varies  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  length  of  drains  required,  from  £20  to  £100  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  and  where  an  owner  is  willing  to  connect  but 
cannot  afford  to  have  the  work  done,  a  scheme  has  been  worked 
out  which  enables  the  Council  to  have  the  work  done  and  for  the 
cost  to  be  repaid  to  the  Council  over  a  period  of  three  years.  During 
1958,  25  cesspools  were  abolished.  The  length  of  new  sewer  in  the 
Staines  Ward  which  did  become  available  for  use  enabled  17 
houses  to  be  connected  to  the  sewer. 

Complaint  was  received  that  polluted  mains  water  was  flowing 
through  the  service  pipes  of  a  house.  The  house  had  cesspool  drain¬ 
age,  the  cesspool  being  in  the  front  garden  near  the  domestic  cold 
service  pipe.  The  Water  Company  found  the  service  pipe  split  and 
when  the  tenant  turned  off  the  service  to  prevent  leakage,  the  con¬ 
tents  of  the  leaking  and  overflowing  cesspool  mixed  with  the  mains 
water  and  polluted  water  got  into  the  pipes  and  cold  water  supply 
tank. 


18 


The  cesspool  was  immediately  emptied  by  the  Council  and  the 
Water  Company  repaired  the  service  pipe  for  the  tenant  and  chlor¬ 
inated  the  domestic  service  pipes  and  cold  water  tank.  This  was 
followed  by  bacteriological  sampling  by  the  Department  to  ensure 
that  the  supply  was  satisfactory.  This  house  is  in  an  area  for  which 
a  sewer  is  being  provided  and  will  shortly  be  connected  to  main 
drainage. 


Water  Courses,  etc. 

Considerable  difficulty  has  been  experienced  for  many  years  past 
in  this  district  from  the  unauthorised  blocking  of  ditches  and  other 
water  courses.  Much  of  this  arises  from  malicious  throwing  of 
refuse  and  rubble  into  the  ditches  and  from  the  disposal  of  un¬ 
wanted  garden  and  other  refuse  which  occupiers  of  houses  find 
difficult  to  dispose  of. 

Responsibility  for  clearing  ditches  and  water  courses  in  the  area 
is  divided  between  the  Thames  Conservancy  and  the  Middlesex 
County  Council.  The  County  Council  also  have  powers  to  act  in 
default  of  the  Thames  Conservancy,  but  it  is  not  the  policy  of  the 
County  Council  to  exercise  these  powers.  Instances  have  arisen 
of  minor  flooding  and  there  are  places  where  ditches  are  com¬ 
pletely  blocked  to  the  free  flow  of  water,  although  in  many  cases 
the  ditches  are  dry  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year.  This  question 
has  been  raised  unsuccessfully  both  with  the  County  Council  and 
the  Thames  Conservancy,  and  the  Council  has  approached  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  who  appreciates  the 
weakness  of  legislation  dealing  with  this  question.  This  is,  of 
course,  a  problem  which  involves  not  only  this  but  adjoining 
local  authorities. 


Flooding  in  Foyle 

Complaints  were  received  during  November  and  December  re¬ 
garding  the  flooding  of  gardens  and  houses  in  Poplar  Close,  Coin- 
brook,  and  parts  of  the  Bath  Road  due  to  overflowing  of  the  Poyle 
Mill  stream  which  connects  the  Wraysbury  river  and  the  Colne 
brook. 

Representations  were  made  to  the  Thames  Conservancy  who  are 
responsible  for  these  tributaries  of  the  main  river  pointing  out  the 
urgency  of  the  problem,  and  particularly  as  all  the  houses  in  this 
area  have  at  present  cesspool  drainage.  The  Chief  Engineer  of  the 
Thames  Conservancy  thought  it  possible  to  mitigate  flooding  to 
some  extent  and  make  it  less  frequent  by  building  up  part  of  the 
bank  along  the  north  side  of  the  Poyle  stream.  This  was  dependent 
upon  the  agreement  and  co-operation  of  owners,  and  the  Thames 
Conservancy  Engineer  was  hopeful  that  he  could  persuade  them  to 
act  co-operatively  and  raise  the  bank.  Raising  the  bank  in  this 
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particular  stretch  of  stream  can,  however,  only  have  a  limited 
value  since  it  cannot  be  raised  so  as  to  transfer  flood  water  from 
this  area  to  another. 


Refuse 

I  regret  to  have  to  report  that  the  dumping  of  refuse  on  the 
sides  of  unfrequented  roads  still  continues,  and  that  the  Council  has 
to  bear  the  cost  of  removal  and  clearing  up  of  these  sites.  Unfor¬ 
tunately  it  is  almost  impossible  to  catch  the  people  who  do  this 
tipping  in  the  act,  and  therefore  the  possibility  of  prosecution  is 
always  remote.  Cases  have  been  taken  in  the  past  by  the  Council, 
but  the  difficulty  of  securing  evidence  of  the  individuals  responsible 
is  almost  impossible.  Where  material  is  found  which  does  suggest 
its  source,  enquiries  are  always  made,  but  it  is  difficult  to  get  an 
admission  of  guilt.  Powers  to  prosecute  in  these  circumstances  are 
contained  not  only  in  the  County  Council  Byelaws  for  Good  Rule 
and  Government  administered  by  this  Council,  but  also  in  the  new 
Litter  Act  which  confers  somewhat  wider  powers.  The  Public 
Health  Inspectors  exercise  constant  vigilance  in  this  matter,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  the  public  will  become  more  conscious  of  the 
damage  to  amenity  which  this  type  of  offence  causes  and  the  ex¬ 
pense  which  results  to  the  ratepayers  at  large  in  clearing  up  the 
rubbish. 


Clean  Air  Act  1956 

At  its  meeting  in  December  1958  the  Council  authorised  the 
survey  of  a  part  of  the  district  for  the  purpose  of  declaring  a  smoke 
control  area  in  order  to  ascertain  the  likely  cost,  the  reaction  of  the 
public  and  to  make  an  assessment  of  the  amount  of  fuel  used  by 
industry  and  public  institutions.  The  area  chosen  was  the  north¬ 
eastern  part  of  the  area  and  included  all  those  properties  north  of 
London  Road  which  lie  east  of  Stanwell  New  Road.  This  area  will 
take  in  the  Staines  Reservoir  and  the  whole  of  the  area  up  to  the 
Airport  and  Feltham  Urban  District  boundary.  This  area  would 
have  the  advantage  of  convenient  geographical  boundaries  which 
would  easily  be  understood  by  the  public  and  coal  dealers  and 
would  link  with  a  smoke  control  area  at  present  under  considera¬ 
tion  by  Feltham  Council. 

On  the  other  side  of  London  Airport,  Yiewsley  and  West  Drayton 
Urban  District  have  declared  an  area  and  submitted  it  for  approval 
by  the  Minister.  The  total  effect  of  all  these  areas,  bearing  in  mind 
the  large  smokeless  area  already  in  being  due  to  London  Airport, 
would, I  feel,  be  a  substantial  beginning  to  establish  smokeless  zones 
in  South  West  Middlesex.  The  area  would  comprise  some  1,824 
acres  and  contain  2,235  domestic  buildings,  14  industrial  premises, 
35  shops  and  9  other  buildings. 
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The  area  includes  very  little  industrial  or  commercial  develop¬ 
ment,  and  the  largest  factory,  Messrs.  Smithfield  Animal  Products, 
has  already  been  converted  to  oil  burning.  The  Middlesex  and 
Surrey  Laundry  and  the  Ashford  Hospital  both  burn  bituminous 
coal,  and,  if  necessary,  could  be  exempted  for  the  time  being  and 
could  be  dealt  with  by  the  provisions  of  the  Act  relating  to  in¬ 
dustrial  smoke.  As  regards  the  Ashford  Hospital,  a  scheme  for  the 
provision  of  a  new  central  boiler  plant  has  been  prepared  and 
awaits  approval  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  This  is  because 
the  existing  plant  is  inadequate  and  causes  nuisance  to  residents 
nearby. 

The  effect  of  a  smoke  control  area 

The  effect  of  a  smoke  control  order,  broadly  speaking,  is  to  pro¬ 
hibit  entirely  the  emission  of  smoke  from  chimneys  in  the  area, 
but  the  provisions  of  the  Act  are  flexible  and  allow  for  adaptation 
to  local  circumstances.  After  such  an  Order  comes  into  force,  it  is 
an  offence,  subject  to  the  provisions  regarding  defence,  for  the 
occupier  of  any  building  to  allow  smoke  to  be  emitted.  The  author¬ 
ised  fuels  in  such  an  area  are  coke  of  all  kinds,  anthracite,  Welsh 
nuts.  Coalite,  Phurnacite,  Rexco  and  Cleanglow,  as  well  as  gas 
and  electricity.  Under  a  Regulation  oil  may  also  be  used. 

Conversion  of  Appliances 

In  premises  to  which  smoke  control  orders  apply,  it  will  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  replace  all  solid  fuel  appliances  in  which  smokeless  fuels 
cannot  be  burned  satisfactorily.  In  private  dwellings  adaptations 
can  be  carried  out — 

1.  During  the  period  between  the  Order  being  made  and  coming 
into  operation,  by  the  owner  or  occupier  on  his  own  initiative. 

2.  After  the  Order  becomes  operative,  by  the  owner  or  occupier 
following  service  of  notice  by  the  Council. 

3.  By  the  Council  themselves  under  default  powers  after  a  notice 
has  been  disregarded.  The  Council  has  to  approve  the  adap¬ 
tation  or  conversion. 

Adaptations  eligible  for  grants. 

To  qualify  for  grant  the  works  of  adaptation  must  be  reasonably 
necessary  to  enable  the  occupier  to  comply  with  the  Order.  The 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  will  require  local 
authorities  to  adhere  to  certain  principles  in  determining  what  works 
are  reasonably  necessary. 

The  grants  payable  for  approved  work  of  conversion  are  to  the 
owner  or  occupier;  whoever  does  the  work  can  claim  7/10  of  the 
cost  from  the  Council. 
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During  the  preliminary  inquiries  I  have  got  the  impression  that 
more  people  are  in  favour  of  smoke  control  than  are  against. 
This  is  proved  by  the  overwhelming  demand  for  such  smokeless 
fuels  as  Coalite  and  Cleanglow,  a  demand  that  cannot  be  met  during 
the  coldest  months.  There  is  some  prejudice  against  gas  coke,  but 
not  among  those  who  find  they  burn  it  satisfactorily  on  modern 
gas  ignited  grates.  There  are  adequate  supplies  of  gas  coke  and  this 
fuel  must  be  accepted  at  present  as  the  main  fuel  in  a  smoke  control 
area. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


No.  of 
Premises 

No.  of 
Inspections 

Bakehouses 

•  •  • 

5 

42 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  Shops  ... 

18 

83 

Butchers  Shops 

36 

170 

Bacon  Curer 

1 

15 

Brewery 

1 

3 

Cannery  and  Winery 

1 

15 

Clubs 

13 

10 

Dairies 

6 

15 

Fish  Shops  (wet  and  fried  fish)  ... 

14 

43 

Grocers 

90 

293 

Greengrocers 

39 

90 

Hospital  Kitchens 

2 

4 

Licensed  Premises 

36 

20 

Off-Licences 

9 

4 

Mineral  Water  Manufacturer 

1 

2 

Restaurants,  Cafes  and  Snack  Bars 

38 

201 

School  Kitchens  ... 

15 

27 

Slaughterhouses 

3 

615 

Sweets  and  Tobacco 

45 

36 

Wholesale  Warehouses  ... 

7 

28 

Works  Canteens 

12 

5 

Food  Storage  (Hawkers)  ... 

17 

29 

Food  premises  registered  under 

Section 

16  of  the 

Food  and 

Drugs  Act  1955. 

(a)  Sale  of  Ice-cream 

145 

120 

(b)  Meat  and  Sausage  Manufacturers 

10 

40 

(c)  Fish  Friers 

•  •  • 

7 

39 
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Milk 

The  number  of  Dairies  and  Milk  Distributors  registered  is:  — 
Milk  Distributors  ...  ...  ...  28 

Dairies  ...  .  6 


The  following  licences  have  been  issued : 

Dealers 

Supplementary 

Designation 

Licences 

Licences 

Tuberculin  Tested 

10 

12 

Pasteurised 

12 

12 

Sterilised 

12 

11 

An  Order  is  in  force  specifying  the  area 

as  one 

in  which  only 

designated  milks  can  be  sold. 


Middlesex  Comity  Council  Act  1950,  S.ll 


Registration  of  Hawkers 

Ice  Cream 

Registered  during  1958 
Total  registered  at  31.12.58  18 


Fruit  and 
Vegetables 

2 

32 


Other  Foods 

7 


The  total  number  of  inspections  of  food  premises  of  all  types 
excluding  slaughterhouses  was  1,257. 


Improvements  effected  at  Food  Premises  No.  of  Premises 

Cleanliness  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Structural  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Ventilation  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Equipment  improved,  protective  screens  provided  5 

Hot  water  supplies  provided  or  improved  ...  12 

Sinks  and  wash  basins  provided  ...  ...  1 

Lighting  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Premises  treated  for  insect  pests  of  food  ...  2 


The  following  foods  were  surrendered  in  food  premises  as  being 
unfit  for  human  consumption. 


930  cans  various  foods 
17  lbs.  steak 
1 14  lbs.  corned  beef 
770  lbs.  bacon  and  ham 
2  smoked  gammons 
8  chickens 
39  lbs.  offal  various 
72  lbs.  veal 
65  lbs.  pork 


5  lbs.  rabbits 

210  packets  of  sundry  foods 
17  lbs.  dried  fruit 
1,260  lbs.  peach  pulp 
26  stones  fish 
30  lbs.  luncheon  meat 
9  lbs.  sweetbread 
29  meat  or  chicken  pies 
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Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations 

Practically  all  the  ice-cream  sold  in  the  district  continues  to  be 
manufactured  by  three  firms  whose  product  is  sold  nationally.  There 
are  no  ice-cream  manufacturers  in  the  area. 

Four  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Methylene  Blue  test;  all  were 
placed  in  Grade  1. 


Food  Hygiene 

The  results  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  and  the  work  done 
by  Public  Health  Inspectors  throughout  the  country  in  securing 
improvements  in  the  hygienic  handling  of  food  can  be  seen  in  the 
high  standards  adopted  in  the  new  food  shops  erected  in  the  district 
during  the  past  few  years,  and  in  the  reconstructions  which  have 
been  effected  at  existing  premises.  There  is  little  doubt  that  the 
widespread  publicity  which  this  subject  has  received  has  caused 
housewives  to  become  selective  in  their  choice  of  shop,  and  shop¬ 
keepers  are  becoming  aware  that  hygiene  in  display  and  handling 
is  essential  to  win  and  retain  custom. 

Details  are  included  in  this  report  of  three  cases  where  proceed¬ 
ings  were  taken  against  retailers  for  selling  and  exposing  for  sale 
food  unfit  for  human  consumption.  In  these  cases  the  practice  out¬ 
lined  in  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955  for  the  seizure  of  unfit  food 
has  been  followed,  namely  the  food  is  presented  before  a  local 
magistrate  within  a  few  hours  of  its  seizure  and  all  interested 
parties  are  given  the  opportunity  of  being  present.  The  magistrate 
can  then  inspect  the  food  in  virtually  the  same  condition  in  which 
it  was  found  by  the  Inspector  and  if  it  is  unfit  order  its  destruction. 
It  is  obvious  that  stale  or  mouldy  food  cannot  be  kept  as  evidence 
in  proceedings  which  may  ensue  some  weeks  or  even  months  later 
as  a  result  of  the  Council’s  consideration  of  the  circumstances.  It  is 
considered  that  legal  action  of  this  type  when  it  is  justified  by  the 
facts  has  a  salutory  effect  and  often  succeeds  where  years  of  per¬ 
suasion  and  health  education  have  failed.  Whenever  such  a  case  is 
reported  in  the  local  press,  the  number  of  enquiries  received  in  the 
office  relating  to  food  generally  increases,  some  of  which  are  often 
trivial,  but  which  indicates  the  interest  displayed  in  this  aspect 
of  the  Department’s  work. 

Routine  visits  continue  to  be  made  to  canteens,  cafes,  school 
kitchens,  clubs,  public  houses,  and  all  other  premises  where  food 
or  drink  is  handled  and  an  all-round  improvement  of  standards  can 
be  reported.  During  the  year,  the  Middlesex  County  Council  agreed 
to  include  a  sum  in  their  estimates  for  1959/1960  for  the  provision 
of  wash-hand  basins  in  all  the  school  canteens  in  the  district.  Wash- 
hand-basins  have,  of  course,  always  been  available  in  the  water- 
closets,  but  I  have  long  been  of  the  opinion  that  in  large  kitchens 
special  provision  should  be  made  for  hand-washing  so  as  to  avoid 
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dirty  and  contaminated  hands  from  being  washed  in  sinks  used  for 
the  washing  of  crockery  or  utensils  or  for  vegetable  preparation. 
Such  basins  are  invariably  provided  now  in  the  large  cafes  and 
restaurants  in  the  area.  One  staff  canteen  will  not  permit  the  kitchen 
staff  to  carry  a  handkerchief  while  at  work;  a  paper  handkerchief 
dispenser  is  fitted  to  the  wall  and  staff  are  required  to  wash  their 
hands  in  the  adjacent  wash  basin  after  using  this  facility.  This 
precaution  should  undoubtedly  be  taken  by  all  who  are  handling 
food,  and  I  would  like  to  see  this,  and  similar  modern  procedures, 
adopted  more  widely.  Unfortunately  the  staffs  at  such  premises  are 
often  part-time  and  frequently  changing,  and  it  is  difficult  to  secure 
a  continuity  of  personnel  to  benefit  from  the  advice  of  the  Inspec¬ 
tors  during  their  routine  visits. 

An  arcade  of  six  shops  was  opened  in  Ashford  and  five  of  them 
were  occupied  during  1958.  Difficulty  was  experienced  in  providing 
for  general  cleanliness  of  the  arcade,  for  hand-washing  facilities  in 
the  food  shops,  and  for  the  storage  of  refuse  in  the  yard  at  the  rear 
of  the  arcade.  Previous  experience  of  a  similar  arcade  in  Staines 
shows  that  sharing  of  facilities  by  a  number  of  lock-up  shops 
presents  special  difficulties  and  that  one  shop,  particularly  the  trade 
of  greengrocer,  can  have  an  adverse  effect  on  the  general  standards 
of  the  other  shopkeepers. 

Legal  Proceedings 

The  occupier  of  a  cafe  in  Ashford  was  fined  a  total  of  £25  with 
£7.7.0d.  costs  in  respect  of  fourteen  offences  against  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations.  The  summonses  related  to  dirty  conditions 
in  the  kitchen  and  certain  structural  defects,  to  smoking  by  kitchen 
staff,  to  exposing  food  to  unnecessary  contamination,  to  unsatis¬ 
factory  and  dirty  fixtures  and  equipment,  absence  of  washing 
facilities  and  hot  water,  to  a  broken  watercloset  pedestal  basin  and 
to  the  storage  of  food  in  the  watercloset.  Two  summonses  relating 
to  litter  and  refuse  in  the  kitchen  were  dismissed. 

The  cafe  in  question  changed  hands  prior  to  these  proceedings 
being  instituted  and  is  now  conducted  on  satisfactory  lines. 

A  multiple  firm  of  grocers  having  a  branch  shop  in  Ashford  was 
fined  £25  with  £5.5.0d.  costs  in  respect  of  the  sale  of  a  mouldy 
steak  and  kidney  pie. 

A  multiple  firm  of  butchers  was  fined  a  total  of  £40  with  costs 
of  £5.5.0d.  in  respect  of  the  sale  and  exposure  for  sale  of  pieces  of 
cut  chicken  which  were  unfit  for  food. 

The  proprietor  of  a  delicatessen  shop  in  Staines  was  fined  £15  with 
£5.5.0d.  costs  for  exposing  for  sale  in  his  shop  mouldy  sausage  rolls. 

A  baker  in  Staines  was  fined  £5  with  £2.2.0d.  costs  for  selling 
a  cake,  manufactured  by  him  and  sold  at  one  of  his  shops,  which 
contained  a  nail. 
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Meat  Inspection  at  Slaughterhouses 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  animals  killed,  the 
carcases  inspected  and  details  of  carcases  condemned.  The  total 
number  of  animals  killed  was  17,970,  an  increase  of  over  1,500 
on  1957. 

Full  details  of  the  meat  condemned  have  been  reported  to  the 
Public  Health  Committee  each  month  and  records  are  available 
should  they  be  required  for  statistical  or  other  purposes. 


Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned 
in  whole  or  in  part 

Cattle  Sheep 

Excluding  Cows  Calves  and  Pigs 


Number  killed  (if  known) 

Number  inspected 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

Cysticercosis : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 
Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 


Cows 

1021 

135 

1951 

Lambs 

4336 

10527 

1021 

135 

1951 

4336 

10527 

— 

1 

4 

1 

15 

130 

33 

3 

87 

562 

12.7 

25.2 

0.36 

2.03 

5.48 

2 

2 

42 

25 

— 

— 

42 

4.3 

20.74 

— 

— 

0.41 

2 

— 

— 

- — ■ 

Note. — No  horses  were  killed  for  human  consumption. 


Condemned  meat  and  food  is  dealt  with  at  a  factory  in  the  area 
where  it  is  processed  for  industrial  use. 

The  Public  Health  Inspectors  continue  to  act  as  Certifying 
Officers  under  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 
Scheme  for  payments  to  pig  producers. 

Certificates  were  issued  in  respect  of  7,279  pigs,  the  fees  received 
by  the  Council  for  this  work  amounted  to  £183  9s.  Od. 
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Following  the  derationing  of  meat  in  1954  a  total  of  five  slaughter¬ 
houses  was  licensed  by  the  Staines  Council  although  only  four  were 
in  fact  used  for  slaughtering.  One  of  these  ceased  operation  as  a 
result  of  a  refusal  by  the  Council  to  renew  its  annual  licence  because 
of  the  unsatisfactory  conditions.  Another  did  not  seek  its  annual 
licence  at  the  beginning  of  1958  in  view  of  the  considerable  amount 
of  structural  and  other  work  which  would  have  been  necessary  to 
make  it  a  suitable  premises  for  the  purpose  of  slaughtering  animals. 
At  the  end  of  June  1958  a  third  slaughterhouse  in  the  centre  of 
Staines  was  closed  by  its  owner  on  the  sale  of  the  premises  for 
development  as  a  super  market.  The  owner  of  the  slaughterhouse, 
which,  although  licensed,  has  never  in  fact  been  used  since  deration¬ 
ing,  has  intimated  that  he  does  not  seek  to  have  it  relicensed  during 
1959.  Accordingly,  the  district  is  now  served  by  one  slaughterhouse 
and  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  conditions  under  which  animals 
are  slaughtered  and  meat  is  hung  are  very  clean.  It  was  the  intention 
of  the  owner  to  build  a  new  slaughterhouse  in  1954,  when  slaughter¬ 
ing  was  permitted  on  decontrol  of  meat,  but  he  was  not  allowed 
to  do  so  in  accordance  with  Government  policy  at  that  time.  Con¬ 
sequently  the  slaughterhouse  and  other  buildings  have  been  altered 
and  added  to  several  times  since,  and  as  a  result  the  general  layout 
is  unsatisfactory  and  not  conducive  to  easy  working. 

The  Slaughterhouses  Act  1958  came  into  force  during  the  year. 
It  amends  part  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955  relevant  to 
slaughterhouses  and  knackers  yards,  and  also  amends  the  Slaughter 
of  Animals  Acts.  The  Act  enables  minimum  standards  for  slaugh¬ 
terhouses  to  be  prescribed,  amends  the  Factories  Act  and  brings 
slaughterhouses  within  the  Safety,  Ffealth  and  Welfare  Provisions 
of  the  Factories  Act.  Local  authorities  will  be  required  to  compile  a 
slaughterhouse  report  on  (a)  the  existing  and  probable  future  re¬ 
quirements  of  their  district  for  slaughterhouse  facilities  and  (b)  the 
facilities  which  are,  or  are  likely  to  become  available  to  meet  these 
requirements. 

The  Act  makes  changes  in  the  powers  of  local  authorities  to  bring 
in  or  retain  restrictions  on  the  use  of  private  slaughterhouses. 
Resolutions  to  restrict  private  slaughterhouses  may  remain  in  force 
in  future  only  if  based  on  the  provision  of  a  public  slaughterhouse. 
This  Council  made  a  resolution  under  the  Slaughterhouses  Act  of 
1954  to  restrict  the  licensing  of  any  more  slaughterhouses  on  the 
grounds  that  adequate  slaughtering  facilities  were  available.  This 
resolution  will  be  revoked  by  the  Minister  because  it  is  not  based 
on  the  provision  of  public  slaughtering  facilities  for  this  area.  There 
is  to  be  a  limited  period  of  freedom  to  enable  traders  to  obtain 
licences  for  private  slaughterhouses,  and  there  are  also  some  very 
involved  provisions  relative  to  the  grant  and  renewal  of  licences 
for  slaughterhouses. 
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Meat  Staining  Regulations 

Local  authorities  and  professional  associations  have  for  a  long 
time  been  pressing  the  Government  for  the  introduction  of  some 
Regulations  for  the  compulsory  sterilisation  or  staining  of  unsound 
food  intended  for  consumption  by  pet  animals.  As  I  write,  in  May 
1959  Regulations  to  this  end  have  been  made  by  the  Minister  but 
revoked  by  him  prior  to  their  coming  into  force.  It  is  not  clear 
why  the  regulations  were  revoked,  but  it  seems  there  were  trade  <[”' 
objections  on  a  number  of  points. 

Meat  inspection  is  not  a  function  which  local  authorities  are 
compelled  by  law  to  perform,  although  it  is  the  duty  of  persons 
slaughtering  animals  for  food  to  notify  the  local  authority  and  to 
give  an  opportunity  of  making  post-mortem  examinations  on  the 
animals  slaughtered.  It  is  quite  obvious  that  a  100  per  cent,  in¬ 
spection  is  desirable  and  indeed  essential  to  protect  the  health  of 
the  community  from  the  possibility  of  eating  diseased  meat.  In 
this  district  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  it  has  been  possible  since  1954 
to  maintain  100  per  cent,  meat  inspection  service,  and  within  this 
district  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  all  meat  condemned  does  in  fact 
receive  proper  treatment  when  it  is  not  intended  for  human  con¬ 
sumption.  However,  the  force  of  law  is  certainly  required  concern¬ 
ing  the  disposal  of  condemned  meat  and  I  hope  new  and  satisfactory 
Regulations  will  soon  be  made  to  this  end. 


Adulteration  of  Foods,  etc. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Officer,  Public  Control  Department 
of  the  Middlesex  County  Council  for  the  following  report  on  work 
carried  out  by  his  Department. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 

Samples  procured  in  the  Urban  District  of  Staines  during  the 

year  ended  31st  December  1958. 


Article 


Total 

Samples  Procured 


Milk  (various)  ...  ...  41 

Butter  ...  ...  6 

Cakes  ...  ...  4 

Cooked  Meat  ...  ...  7 

Cream  ...  ...  14 

Drugs  ...  ...  13 

Fish  and  Fish  Products  ...  12 

Fruit — Fresh  and  Canned  6 

Ice-Cream  ...  ...  8 

Liver  ...  ...  3 

Meat  and  Meat  Products  ...  6 

Preserves  ...  ...  3 

Sausages  ...  ...  6 

Spirits  ...  ...  3 

Vinegar  ...  ...  14 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  17 


U  nsatisfactory 


5 


TOTAL  163  5 


With  regard  to  the  samples  noted  on  that  list  as  being  unsatis¬ 
factory,  I  add  the  following  comments:  — 

Sausages.  5  samples  of  sausages,  procured  from  two  different 
retailers  in  the  district  were  found  to  contain  preservative  in  an 
amount  which  is  permitted  provided  its  presence  is  declared.  In 
respect  of  none  of  these  samples  was  such  a  declaration  made. 
Official  cautions  were  sent  to  the  traders  concerned. 

Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1887-1953.  The  majority  of  the  inspec¬ 
tion  work  carried  out  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Acts 
relates  to  ensuring  that  the  requirements  of  the  various  Marking 
Orders  made  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1926,  and  which 
relate  to  the  marking  with  an  indication  of  origin  of  certain  im¬ 
ported  foodstuffs  when  exposed  for  sale  or  sold,  are  complied  with. 
Inspections  were  made  at  113  premises  of  275  displays  of  meat, 
apples  and  tomatoes.  Only  minor  infringements  were  detected  and 
these  were  dealt  with  by  verbal  cautions  given  by  the  inspectors 
concerned. 

Labelling  of  Food  Order,  1953.  This  Order  requires  pre-packed 
food  to  be  marked  with  the  name  and  address,  or  with  the  regis- 
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tered  trade  mark,  of  the  packer  or  labeller.  It  also  requires  such 
food  to  be  labelled  with  its  common  or  usual  name  (if  any)  and 
with  the  names  of  the  ingredients  of  a  compounded  food.  It  also 
controls  the  manner  in  which  the  presence  of  vitamins  and  minerals 
is  disclosed  and  prescribes  specific  labelling  of  certain  foods. 

A  total  of  745  articles  of  pre-packed  food  was  examined  at  116 
premises  to  ascertain  whether  the  above  requirements  were  com¬ 
plied  with;  no  serious  infringements  of  this  Order  were  detected. 

False  and  Misleading  Descriptions.  As  in  previous  years  food 
advertisements  and  labels  have  been  scrutinised  for  false  or  mis¬ 
leading  statements  and  descriptions.  Much  of  this  scrutiny  of  food 
labels  can  be  combined  with  inspection  work  under  the  Labelling 
of  Food  Order.  No  serious  infringements  were  disclosed.  Corrective 
action  was  secured  in  relation  to  descriptions  applied  to  “milk 
block”,  “Double  Tea”,  an  imitation  cream  powder,  cakes  filled 
with  a  mixture  of  butter  and  sugar,  canned  mixed  vegetables,  rasp¬ 
berry  syrup,  powdered  soup  mixes,  medium  red  salmon,  gorgonzola 
cheese  spread  and  cheese  spread. 

Special  Designated  Milk.  During  1958  my  Council  issued  one 
Dealer’s  (Pasteuriser’s)  licence  in  respect  of  premises  within  the 
area  where  milk  is  processed.  The  premises  were  regularly  in¬ 
spected,  and  compliance  with  statutory  requirements  was  well 
maintained.  A  total  of  18  samples  of  designated  milk  was  taken, 
all  of  which  were  certified  as  being  satisfactory. 

Safe  Milk.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  22  samples  of  raw  milk 
were  procured  within  the  urban  district  and  submitted  to  test  for 
presence  of  tubercle  bacilli.  None  was  found  contaminated. 


Health  Education 

The  department  has  organised  no  programme  of  health  educa¬ 
tion  because  of  the  difficulty  of  getting  food  traders  and  others  to 
attend  lectures  and  discussions,  but  the  Inspectors  in  their  daily 
work  endeavour  to  convey  to  all  the  people  they  meet  in  their 
homes,  their  places  of  employment  and  in  the  shops,  canteens  and 
restaurants  the  aims  and  objects  behind  the  Department’s  work 
and  how  best  the  members  of  the  public  can  co-operate  in  secur¬ 
ing  a  healthy  environment.  Talks  have  been  given  from  time  to 
time  at  the  request  of  various  organisations  in  the  town  on  differ¬ 
ent  aspects  of  the  department’s  work,  and  in  December  an  illu¬ 
strated  lecture  was  given  to  the  older  boys  of  Matthew  Arnold 
School  on  the  work  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors.  This  proved  popular  and  the  headmaster  asked 
that  it  could  be  repeated  annually  to  the  senior  boys. 
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Housing  Statistics 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  1958:  — 

Local  Authority  ...  .  34 

Housing  Association  ...  ...  .  18 

Other  .  286 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts  . 1,835 


Unfit  houses  made  fit  and  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied :  - — 

After  informal  action 
After  formal  notice  under 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts — 

by  owner  . 

by  local  authority 

(b)  Housing  Act  1957,  S.9&S.16 — 

by  owner  . 

by  local  authority 


Unfit  houses  dealt  with  during  1958:  — 

Houses  subject  to  Demolition  Orders  ... 

Houses  included  in  Clearance  Areas  ... 

Unfit  houses  Closed  (Sec.  16  (4)  Housing  Act  1957)  ... 


100 

42 

2 


14 

11 

2 


Public  Health  Act  1936 

An  Order  was  obtained  against  the  owner  of  a  house  in  Ashford 
in  respect  of  work  required  to  abate  a  nuisance.  The  Court  did  not 
impose  a  fine,  but  the  Council  was  awarded  £2  2s.  costs.  The  work 
was  put  in  hand  by  the  owners  immediately  thereafter. 


Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act  1958 
Improvement  Grants 

Applications  made  in  respect  of  twenty-eight  houses  were 
approved  by  the  Council.  Twenty-four  of  these  were  owner- 
occupied  houses  and  were  for  the  provision  of  bathrooms  and  hot 
water  supply. 

Three  tenanted  cottages  of  sound  construction  were  improved 
and  modernised  with  grant  aid,  the  Council  also  lent  the  owner’s 
share  of  the  costs  in  this  case.  One  16th-century  house  was  im¬ 
proved  and  repaired  partly  with  grant  aid. 

It  is  the  practice  to  require  each  applicant  to  submit  a  plan, 
specification  and  three  builders’  estimates  of  the  cost  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  works;  occasionally  there  has  been  a  wide  difference  in  the 
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Riverside  bungalow  included  in  a  Clearance  Area  and  demolished  as  unfit. 


Riverside  bungalow  included  in  a  Clearance  Area  and  demolished  as  unfit. 
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estimates  submitted  for  similar  work  at  different  houses.  The  pro¬ 
posed  fixed  grants  for  the  provision  of  baths  and  hot  water  supply 
will  simplify  dealing  with  this  type  of  application.  The  total 
amount  of  grant  payable  in  respect  of  the  twenty-eight  houses  was 
£4,619  15s.  Od. 

Rent  Act  1957 — Certificates  of  Disrepair 

The  Department  continues  to  deal  with  enquiries  for  information 
on  various  aspects  of  the  Rent  Act  from  both  owners  and  tenants 
of  houses  in  the  district,  and  it  is  now  apparent  that  the  Act  is 
beginning  to  have  some  impact  in  securing  the  repair  of  older 
houses.  On  the  other  hand  it  is  quite  evident  that  the  cumbersome 
procedure  laid  down  by  the  Act  is  still  not  understood  by  either 
owners  or  tenants.  Innumerable  cases  have  come  to  light  where 
tenants  have  served  a  form  G  (notice  by  tenant  to  landlord  of 
defects  of  repair)  and  have  done  no  more  for  quite  12  months, 
not  knowing  that  after  six  weeks  of  the  service  of  such  a  form  on 
the  landlord  they  could  have  made  application  to  the  Council  for 
a  certificate  of  disrepair.  In  this  way  many  owners  have  been 
receiving  rent  at  the  new  rate  when  they  were  not  strictly  entitled 
to  it.  It  is  found  that  where  tenants  avail  themselves  of  the  pro¬ 
cedure  laid  down  for  reducing  rent  and  recovering  any  increase 
which  they  may  have  paid,  the  repairs  are  soon  completed  in  order 
that  the  landlord  can  continue  to  receive  the  new  rent.  The  pro¬ 
cedure  should  be  simplified;  this  could  easily  be  done  by  abolishing 
the  procedure  of  notice  by  tenant  and  undertaking  by  landlord, 
thus  enabling  a  tenant  to  apply  direct  to  the  Council  for  a  Certifi¬ 
cate  of  Disrepair. 

A  difficulty  arose  when  the  tenants  claimed  that  electrical  and 
gas  installations  were  defective  and  the  Inspectors  from  the  Depart¬ 
ment  were  unable  to  verify  these  allegations  for  the  purpose  of 
issuing  certificates  of  disrepair.  The  Council,  therefore,  authorised 
a  payment  to  the  gas  and  electricity  authorities  for  a  report  on  the 
condition  of  these  installations. 


Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

Number  of  applications  for  certificates  ... 

Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  ... 

Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates — 

(a)  in  respect  of  some,  but  not  all  defects 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects 

Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  ... 

Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  local  authority  ... 
Number  of  certificates  issued  ... 


64 


35 

29 

43 

28 
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Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates 

Applications  by  landlords  to  local  authority  for  cancellation 

of  certificates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates  ...  ...  7 

Decisions  by  local  authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of  tenants’ 

objections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Certificates  cancelled  by  local  authority  ...  ...  ...  23 


Caravans 


The  number  of  residential  caravans  within  the  Urban  District 
is  now  as  follows :  —  Tolal  No  used  only 

No.  of  at  holidays 

Licensed  Sites  (privately  operated)  Caravans  or  weekends 

Arcadia,  Penton  Hook  Park,  Laleham  ...  ...  4  — 

Fairyland,  Penton  Hook  Park,  Laleham  ...  10  3 

Laleham  Reach  (Surrey  Side  of  River  Thames)  ...  11  5 

Individual  Sites  No.  of  Caravans 

Moor  Stud  Farm,  Hithermoor  Road,  Stanwell  ...  1 

Thames  Ballast,  Littleton  Lane,  Laleham  ...  1 


Maximum  No.  of 


Showmen  s  Guild  Sites  :  (Winter  Quarters)  vans  occupied 

Beach’s  Yard,  Grays  Lane,  Ashford  ...  ...  5 

201,  Feltham  Hill  Road,  Ashford  ...  ...  4 

Irvin’s  Amusement  Depot,  Poplar  Road,  Ashford  4 

24,  Park  Road,  Ashford  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

27,  Chattern  Hill,  Ashford  ...  ...  ...  3 

23,  Chattern  Hill  (3  stored — none  occupied) 

Moor  Stud  Farm,  Hithermoor  Road,  Stanwell  ...  1 


In  addition  to  these  the  local  authority  has  a  site  in  Laleham 
Park  where  during  the  summer  months  only  a  maximum  of  12 
holiday  caravans  are  permitted  on  the  camping  site  which  is  run 
on  behalf  of  the  Council  by  the  Camping  Club  of  Great  Britain. 
A  few  caravans  remain  on  two  farms  at  Stanwell  on  which  the 
Council  made  demolition  orders  in  the  previous  year  as  they  had 
been  in  the  same  enclosure  for  a  period  of  more  than  two  years. 
The  occupants  of  these  caravans  were  awaiting  rehousing  by  the 
Council. 

The  position  regarding  residential  caravans  within  the  Urban 
District  when  compared  with  the  situation  which  obtains  in  all 
the  bordering  authorities  can  only  be  described  as  very  satisfactory, 
and  is  mainly  due  to  the  realistic  policy  which  has  been  adopted 
by  the  Council  in  regard  to  applications  under  Town  Planning  and 
the  Middlesex  County  Council  Acts  and  to  the  vigilance  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors. 

Trouble  still  arose  within  the  Urban  District  from  the  itinerant 
vagrant,  but  one  site  in  Spout  Lane,  Stanwell,  which  previously 


35 


has  been  frequented  by  these  individuals  was  secured  against  their 
entry.  There  is  now  only  one  site,,  namely  in  Littleton  Lane,  Lale- 
ham,  where  they  congregate  on  roadside  waste  and  it  is  exceedingly 
difficult  to  prevent  their  access  to  it.  However,  when  they  do  appear 
they  are  immediately  removed  by  the  Council’s  Officers  in  co¬ 
operation  with  the  Police. 


Legal  Proceedings 

Proceedings  were  instituted  under  the  provisions  of  the  Middlesex 
County  Council  Acts  against  the  owner  of  a  caravan  in  Ashford 
who  had  permitted  it  to  be  occupied  without  the  Council’s  consent. 
He  was  found  guilty  and  fined  £3  with  £2.  2s.  costs. 


Pest  Destruction 

Infestation  by  the  House  Longhorn  Beetle 

It  became  known  during  1958  that  there  was  infestation  by  the 
house  longhorn  beetle  in  nine  houses  in  the  Ashford  part  of  the 
district.  So  far  as  I  can  ascertain  this  is  the  only  known  case  of  such 
an  infestation  occurring  in  the  County  although  the  insect  is  well 
known  in  parts  of  Surrey.  It  is  essential  that  the  spread  of  the  in¬ 
sect  should  be  checked,  since  once  the  beetle  becomes  established 
in  a  district,  control  is  extremely  costly  and  eradication  probably 
impossible.  Detection  of  the  activity  of  the  insect  is  difficult,  and 
frequently  the  first  indication  of  its  presence  is  structural  failure 
of  roof  timbers.  I  am  indebted  to  the  Forest  Products  Research 
Laboratory  of  the  Department  of  Industrial  and  Scientific  Research 
for  the  advice  given  at  the  time  the  outbreak  was  discovered,  and 
for  their  examination  of  specimens  of  damaged  roof  timbers  which 
1  sent  them. 

Two  of  the  houses  in  Ashford  were  only  20  years  old  and  in  one 
case  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  roof  timbers  had  to  be  com¬ 
pletely  renewed.  The  other  houses  were  between  50  and  60  years 
old  and  in  one  of  these  most  of  the  roof  timber  was  replaced. 
The  department  is  most  anxious  to  discover  the  extent  of  the  in¬ 
festation  throughout  the  district  and  to  this  end  letters  were  sent 
to  all  the  large  property  owners  and  estate  agents  in  the  district, 
and  all  local  builders  have  been  circularised  asking  them  to  report 
to  the  Public  Health  Department  any  instance  of  attack  by  this 
beetle  which  they  come  across  in  the  course  of  their  work.  Photo¬ 
graphs  illustrating  the  type  of  beetle  and  the  damage  it  does  were 
sent  with  these  letters.  At  the  present  time  there  seems  to  be  no 
cause  for  general  alarm,  but  in  view  of  the  extensive  damage 
which  has  been  caused  in  the  west  part  of  Surrey,  it  is  only  prudent 
to  make  this  knowledge  available  to  local  residents. 
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Softwood  roofing  timber  in  a  house  attacked  by  the  House  Longhorn 
Beetle.  Note  oval  exit  made  by  beetle,  but  few  signs  of  extent  of  damage. 


The  same  roof  timber  as  shown  above,  but  after  removal 

revealing  severe  damage. 


of  surface 


Photographs  from  Forest  Products  Laboratory  Leaflet  No.  14 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949 

The  Council  continues  to  give  a  free  service  to  all  householders 
for  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice.  This  service  is  widely  known 
and  greatly  appreciated.  1  am  fortunate  in  having  on  my  staff  a  very 
capable  operator  who  is  well  known  throughout  the  district,  and 
I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  no  major  problems  have 
arisen  for  some  years.  The  main  problems  encountered  are  normally 
associated  with  domestic  pig  and  poultry  keeping,  and  it  is  found 
that  Warfarin  provides  an  adequate  means  of  control  in  virtually 
all  cases.  This  is  a  blood  anti-coagulant  poison  which  produces  no 
bait  shyness  on  the  part  of  rats  and  is  an  exceedingly  useful  and 
comparatively  cheap  poison  which  is  safe  to  use  in  that  there  is 
little  or  no  danger  to  human  beings  or  to  domestic  pets. 

The  Council’s  sewers  have  not  been  test  baited  for  several  years 
now  because  of  all  the  extensions  and  relaying  of  sewers  that  has  been 
taking  place.  This  work  will  be  completed  during  1959  when  it  is 
proposed  to  deal  with  the  whole  of  the  sewerage  system.  Results 
of  treatments  during  previous  years  showed  that  rat  infestation  was 
negligible  This  was  largely  due  to  the  surcharging  that  was  taking 
place  in  the  sewers  in  Staines  Ward. 


Rodent  Control 

Number  of  complaints  received 
Number  of  properties  inspected 
Number  of  dwelling-houses  treated  for  :  — 

(a)  Rats  . 

(b)  Mice 

Number  of  business  premises  treated 
Number  of  inspections  made 
Total  of  inspections  and  revisits 


344 

1,502 

495 

68 

48 

1,321 

4,182 


Factories  Act  1937 


Number  Number  of 

on  written  Occupiers 

Register  Inspections  notices  prosecuted 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

267 

217 

13 

Factories  without  mechanical 
power 

12 

9 

-  - 

Other  premises  under  the  Acts 
(including  work  of  building 
and  engineering  construction, 
but  not  including  outworkers’ 
premises) 

5 

7 

TOTAL 

284 

233 

13 
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Defects  Found 


Particulars 

Number  of  Defects 

Sanitary  accommodation  (Section  7) : 

Found 

Remedied 

Insufficient 

6 

1 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

14 

9 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

... 

— 

1 

Other  offences 

5 

1 

TOTAL 

25 

12 

Factories  Act  1937,  Section  34 
Means  of  Escape  in  case  of  Fire 

It  is  the  Council’s  duty  to  issue  Certificates  as  to  adequate  means 
of  escape  in  case  of  fire  at  certain  factories. 

Four  Certificates  were  issued. 

Shops  Act  1950 

Observations  were  made  on  a  number  of  occasions  to  ascertain 
which  shops  were  opening  on  Sunday  and,  of  those  that  were  open, 
how  many  were  observing  the  restrictions  on  Sunday  Trading.  The 
majority  of  those  that  were  open  were  selling  indiscriminately 
any  article  requested  by  the  public.  The  type  of  shop  which  opens 
at  all  is  what  may  be  described  as  the  “corner  shop”  occupied  and 
staffed  by  the  owner  and  his  family.  Verbal  cautions  were  given 
in  every  case  of  contravention  of  the  Act  and  lists  of  items  per¬ 
mitted  to  be  sold  were  handed  to  the  traders. 

Some  resentment  was  expressed  at  the  Inspector’s  visit,  not  by 
the  shopkeeper,  but  by  the  customers  who  were  present  in  the  shops 
and  who  were  prevented  from  buying  the  articles  for  which  they  had 
come.  There  is  no  doubt  that  for  some  people  the  opening  of  a 
grocers  shop  on  a  Sunday  and  the  selling  of  prohibited  items  per¬ 
forms  a  very  real  service.  It  is  only  on  a  Sunday  when  the  main 
shopping  centres  are  closed  that  the  smaller  shop  is  able  to  sell 
commodities  which  during  the  week  would  be  purchased  elsewhere. 
In  fact  the  small  shopkeeper’s  view  is  that  if  they  are  prevented 
from  selling  the  normal  groceries  and  provisions  on  a  Sunday,  then 
it  is  hardly  worth  opening  at  all.  Sunday  is,  in  fact,  often  their  best 
trading  day. 

Contraventions  of  the  Act  have  also  been  committed  by  milk 
roundsmen  on  Sunday. 

These  observations  are  made  in  order  to  indicate  some  of  the 
difficulties  experienced  in  the  enforcement  of  parts  of  the  Shops 
Act,  and  the  need  for  its  early  revision. 

In  the  meantime,  however,  complaints  are  received  from  time 
to  time  from  interested  bodies  of  contraventions  of  the  Act  by  the 
small  shopkeeper  and  verbal  and  written  cautions  have  been  issued. 
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